RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.                     123
have you use your freedom now, that I may take nothing ill from you afterwards: and thus he pressed her to speak.
Daughter. I am in no haste, sir, to marry; the times terrify me; the education, the manner, the conduct of gentlemen is now so universally loose, that I think for a young woman to marry, is like a horse rushing into the battle; I have not courage so much as to think of it.
Father. But there are a great many sober, civilized young gentlemen, in the world; 'tis hard to reproach them all, because many of them are wicked.
Da. Sir, it is those civilized people which I speak of; for even those who now pass for sober, are not like what it was formerly; when you look narrowly among them, as they are, in the gross, ten rakes to one sober man, so, among the sober men that are called civilized men, and whose morals will bear any character, there are ten atheists to one religious man; and, which is worse than all the rest, if a woman finds a religious man, it is three to one again, whether he agrees with her in principles; and so she is in danger of being undone, even in the best.
Fa. I never heard the like! Why what are my daughters made of? What, is nothing good enough in the world for you? If you all go upon such niceties, I must never think any more of marrying any of you.
Da. You had rather, sir, not think of it, I dare say, than think of seeing us miserable.
Fa. Why there is not a man on earth can please you, as you have stated it.
Da. Providence will either settle me as I would be settled, sir, or will, I hope, dispose you to be